286            ENG-LAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY.     CH. xxvni.

General has orders from me not to suffer the cause of justice to
be frustrated by the delicacy which might possibly have actuated
the magistracy.'l

This letter, as it appears to me, scarcely describes in adequate
terms the gravity of the step that had been taken, which was, in
effect, to place the whole of Ulster under martial law. On March
3, Pelhani had written to General Lake an official letter of in-
structions, describing at the same time the nature and magni-
tude of the evil. In the counties of Down, Antrim, Derry and
Donegal, secret and treasonable associations still continued to an
alarming degree, attempting to defeat by terror the exertions of
the well disposed, and threatening the lives of all who gave any
evidence against the seditious. There were constant nocturnal
assemblings and drillings; peaceful inhabitants were disarmed;
the magistrates were openly resisted, and many kinds of out-
rage were perpetrated. The depredators had collected vast
stores of arms in concealed places ; cut down innumerable trees
on the estates of the gentry to make pike handles ; stolen great
quantities of lead to cast bullets ; prevented numbers by intimi-
dation from joining the yeomanry. ' They refuse,' he continued,
' to employ in manufactures those who enlist in said corps, they
not only threaten, but ill-treat the persons of the yeomanry, and
even attack their houses by night, and proceed to the barbarous
extremity of deliberate and shocking murder r . . . and they
profess a resolution to assist the enemies of his Majesty if they
should be enabled to land in this kingdom.' The General was
accordingly commanded to disarm all persons who did not bear
his Majesty's commission; to employ force against all armed
assemblages not authorised by law; to disperse all tumultuous
assemblages, though they may be unarmed,c without waiting for
the sanction and assistance of the civil authority/ if such a
course appeared to him necessary or expedient, and finally to
consider those parts of the country where the outrages took
place, as requiring all the measures c which a country depending
upon military force alone for its protection would require.' Lake
was therefore fully empowered to act as in a country under
martial law, and he was authorised to call on all loyal subjects
to assist him. On the 13th, Lake accordingly issued a procla-
1 Camden to Portland, March 9, 1797.